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Jared Retkofsky: Twice the Hero

Photos courtesy of Austin Police Association, www.AustinPoliceAssociation.com.
Tara and Paul Schlesinger at the 21st Annual Will Rogers Academy of Western Artists awards
banquet in Fort Worth, March 16, 2017.

Local Singer Wins Song of the Year
Fiddler and vocalist Paul
Schlesinger of Taylor was
the winner of the 2016
Western Swing Song of
the Year for the tune,
“You Were Meant to
Ruin My Dreams.” The
song is a track on his CD,
Paul Schlesinger and his
Knights of Texas Swing.
The AWA’s mission is
to promote and preserve
America’s western past and
its contemporary western
future and all winners are
nominated and voted on by
a blind jury of their peers.
"The Western Swing community is very tight-knit,"
Schlesinger says. "Many
of the DJs have Internet or
overseas stations and, globally, many people appreciate the authentic American
western sound more so
than modern America does
so this music has a great
global market."
“You Were Meant to
Ruin My Dreams” was
written in 1949 by lyricist Cecil R. “Butterball”
Harris and composer Arlie
A. Carter, who were also
Taylor musicians.
Schlesinger says, “The

original recording is a tad
slower than my version,
and by today’s recording
standards sounds a bit
primitive. It sold well
enough regionally, but was
not a hit in 1949.
"In 2011, Cecil Harris
told me he wrote the song
to ﬁt around the heartbreak
theme, using a ‘hook line’
that would hopefully catch
the public’s fancy. I have
had a great life, so it's not
about a soulful connection to the lyrics or my
personality. I really loved
this song for the melody
and the musical quality. I
thought it had potential,
and I decided to revamp
it for my CD, adding
twin ﬁddles, twin guitars,
drums, and swing-style
chord pattern.”
In January, Schlesinger
was contacted by the Academy of Western Artists
(AWA) and informed that
his recording of the song
was a Top 5 Finalist for
Western Swing Song of
Year. “I really had no idea
the song would ultimately
win,” says Schlesinger. My
wife Tara and I attended

the event thinking it would
just be an interesting
experience, and we’d never
have the opportunity to go
again. However, I think
she secretly had more faith
than me!”
Schlesinger was also
nominated in two other
categories, Album and
Vocalist of the Year. “All
the categories had stiff
competition and I am very
happy to have won in the
song category. Since I
didn’t think I would win, I
had not prepared anything.
So I thanked the Lord for
setting me on my life path,
all the musicians who
helped with the CD, as well
as those folks who supported me.”
The CD has caught the
attention of many country
and western swing enthusiasts around the globe,
especially those who favor
traditional, independently
produced country music.
You can see him at the
Round Rock Old Settlers
Reunion July 6th. Visit
www.PaulSchlesinger.
com and facebook.com/
schlesinger.paul.

Classiﬁed Advertising
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Heavy Duty Truck/
Equipment Mechanic
Minimum 2 Years Experience
Call 512-746-5800

Local company seeking
owner-operators working
six days/week to haul
aggregates. Trailers
Now Hiring End Dump and Belly
Drivers. Must have Class A CDL available for rent. Home
with 2 years minimum experience. every night. Call George
Paid weekly. Home every night. 936-244-5946.
Health insurance available.
Contact Steve 512-746-5800.

Now hiring scale operator for
crushed limestone quarry in
Jarrell. Must have experience.
Mon-Sat. Health insurance
available. 512-634-6348.
CL&L Trucks
Hiring CDL Truck Drivers. Home
every 36 hours. We offer Health
Insurance, 401K & Paid Vacation.
Bi-annual raises with potential of
45¢ per running mile. Must be a
least 25 years old, with a min. of
2 years experience.
Call Mike (254) 527-3342.

Compañía local busca
dueños-operadores de
tractocamiones, trabajando
6 días de la semana
cargando agregados.
Se rentan trailers.
Duerme en casa
diariamente. Llame a
Jorge 936-244-5946.

POSITIONS A

YARD SALES
Tax Refund? Bunny Money?
Spend it (and save) at a huge
family yard sale in Jarrell!
Friday, Saturday & Sunday
April 28, 29 & 30 • 9 am - 6 pm
Northbound IH-35 - Exit 279
continue on service road 1.5 mi.
Left on Hill road, left onto
Southbound service road 1.5 mi.
Southbound IH-35 - Exit 277
continue on service road 1.5 mi.
Other vendors welcome - bring
tables.

by Ann Marie Ludlow

At 6'5", he's not only as big as two regular
people, he's fulﬁlled two lifetime dreams
of many an American youngster.
In the April 6 issue of The Advocate,
we introduced you to the Central Texas
Wolfpack and Georgetown player Jared
Retkofsky. But there is much more to him
than just First Responder football. He is
also a loving husband and father, an ofﬁcer
in the Austin Police Department and is one
of the few talented people who own that
most coveted of jewelry, a Super Bowl
ring.
He's also not hard to ﬁnd; he's been in
the media plenty since joining the department and is recognized often from stories
on Fox News and more. His partners
sometimes enjoy asking people (while
Retkofsky handcuffs them) "Hey, who's
your favorite football team?"
"Growing up, I was like a lot of kids,"
Retkofsky says. "I wanted to be a police
ofﬁcer, a ﬁghter pilot and I wanted to play
in the NFL. Strange thing is, if you're big
enough to play in the NFL, you're not really small enough to be a ﬁghter pilot. But I
consider myself lucky to have done two of
those three."
He grew up in Fort Worth and started
playing football in the third grade. "I was
a little intimidated as I got older because
this is Texas and everyone here is big, and
good. But I must have stood out because
I got a scholarship to TCU. But there I
realized I wasn't as good as I thought I
was. College was the best of the best. So
I taught myself how to be a long-snapper,
which is a speciﬁc skill and generally,
teams only have one. At TCU I was it."
After college there was some interest
in drafting him to the NFL; he was signed
quickly as a free agent and trained with
the Pittsburgh Steelers all summer. "I got
cut right before camp, then was resigned
and cut again. It was tough because the
NFL is the goal so you don't consider other
leagues or jobs if there's a chance. Over the
years, I got cut and re-signed seven times."
But his commitment paid off. In the
2008 season, the Steelers' long-snapper
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was injured and Retkofsky got yet another
call to get on a plane. He wound up playing the second half the season and on the
winning end of Super Bowl XLIII.
At the end of the season, he went back to
Ft Worth determined to be a police ofﬁcer.
He signed again, this time with APD and
drove north and south to ﬁnd the right
place to live. "We just fell in love with
Georgetown, the Village, the schools and
we built here."
About the change in careers, "Football
kept me motivated, paid for college, and
kept me out of trouble my whole life so it
was hard to walk away. It's not about the
Super Bowl, it's about the game and this is
my third year with the Wolfpack. Having
played at the top, this is just for fun and
APD is very supportive of the team and
the guys who play. I'm glad to be able to
do this community service without being
afraid of losing my job."
Retkofsky is hoping other departments
might see the beneﬁts of having a bigger
pool of players and will allow their employees to play. "We go up against teams
of 100-plus players; including sanitation
workers and corrections ofﬁcers. We do a
great job with a smaller group of players
and I would love to do more. Our players
are so committed to giving back and they
only quit when they can't take the pains
any more."
It's no surprise to hear of his commitment to the team and the activities it supports. Despite having every reason to have
plenty of swagger, Retkofsky is warm,
grateful, and does everything possible to
juggle the priorities of work and football to
spend the most time he can with his wife
and three young children.
"Having a full-time job and football is
tough on time management. And every
practice takes ofﬁcers off the street for a
time. I would love to have more players
from around Central Texas on the team.
We moved up to Division I last year and
it will be nice to clobber the likes of the
bigger New York and LA teams."
Visit CTXWolfpack.org and watch
Jared play May 20 at Gupton Stadium
Cedar Park.

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 9:45 am | Worship: 11am
Sunday Evening Service: 6 pm
Adult Service & Youth Service (7th -12th grade)

Wednesday Services: 7 pm
Adult Bible Study
RA & GA(Boys & Girls 1st - 6th grades)
Youth Group (7th -12th grade)
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2250 North A.W. Grimes Blvd.
Round Rock
(512) 218-3903

1.25% Annual Percentage Yield
w/ 1.24% Interest Rate
Penalty for Early Withdrawal
$1,000 Minimum Deposit

60-Month CD

1.50% Annual Percentage Yield
w/ 1.49% Interest Rate
Penalty for Early Withdrawal
$1,000 Minimum Deposit

CD Rates are current through
the date of this issue.
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